IM1480 Fundamentals of Interactive Media Design

Spring Quarter 2011
Instructor: John Keston

Assignment 2: “World Almanac” Web Site

Due Beginning of Class Week 6, Session 2 (40 pts.)
The world is a vast, interconnected place that we share with all of humanity. One of the reasons for the rise of interactive media is the ongoing dissolution of borders, both real and imagined, at the hands of science and technology. Networking, satellites, the Internet, and other advances in communications technology allow us instant access to knowledge from diverse cultures around the globe. We take this knowledge for granted. But how much do we really know about the world in which we live? Use this project to learn something new about another country as you build your skills at creating good interactive design.

Content Requirements:

Using XHTML and CSS written using a text editor, image editing software (Photoshop or Illustrator), and FTP, create a six page static web site profiling a country other than the United States. Use the links provided to collect your information, and remember to cite your sources in a "links" page. The site should be organized logically based on five categories of information about the country that you consider important. 

Use your creativity to produce an original design and a compelling, consistent visual interface. Use your understanding of information architecture and usability (as discussed in class) to organize the information and to create easy to use, universally accessible navigation.

Technical Requirements:

Each page should include images optimized for the web at 72dpi in jpg, gif, or .png format. You must a map image and flag image for your chosen country, and you should supplement your design using originally created imagery or images from Getty Images or comparable archive. You may not use images from the web or other copyrighted visual material unless the copyright allows it. The site must be a combination of XHTML text and images; all image sites are not accepted. Use div tags and CSS for page layout. Include relative, absolute links and an email link. Use CSS for image layout, fonts, type treatments, styles and colors to the content on your pages. 

Delivery Requirements:

The project must be uploaded to your OLS or comparable account and publicly accessible across the Internet. In order for your project to be graded, the link you created on your "Project Portal" web page must be active and must link successfully to this project. An example of such a link: http://jck362.aisites.com/world/ - this will link to the index file in the "/world" subdirectory. Important: test your link before the due date and make sure all your pages are working correctly. 

Competencies:

· Proper image formatting

· Use of tables for layout

· Use of links: email, relative and absolute

· Use of page titles

· Proper file naming

· Use of CSS to format content

· Setting document properties for text, tables and images

· File transfer

· Usability concepts (information design / navigation)

· Originality of design and content organization

Grading Standards:

Grading is based on the above requirements (i.e. following the instructions as given in the content area, technical area, and competencies). Presentations of the "Word Almanac" will be held in class on the due date. Not presenting will result in a 5% reduction in your grade for the project.

