Audio Production (CA2431)

Winter Quarter 2007

Instructor: John Keston

Assignment 2: Multitrack Project

Due: Monday, Week 6 

Points: 30
The “Multitrack Project” involves layering a minimum of five tracks of audio into a comprehensive piece at least one minute long. Process each track non-destructively using equalization and other forms of DSP so that all of the tracks work well together and don’t sonically interfere with each other. Your piece can tell a story, like a radio drama, radio documentary or radio advertisement. You may prefer to create a sound-scape that creates a mental picture or scene by combining ambient and incidental sound effects.  Another option is to create music or an experimental sound piece that meets the project requirements listed below. 

Content Requirements: 
1. A minimum of five tracks is required. It is likely that you will use more than five tracks, and it’s also likely that no more than five will play simultaneously. Timing (when and how sounds enter and exit during the piece) is an important factor. 

2. The length should be at least one minute. The overall length is not as important as the quality, so slightly shorter pieces are acceptable as long as all other requirements are met. Audio recorded with microphones is required. Whenever you can capture sounds of your own, do so. Sounds you record have a unique quality that cannot be found when using prerecorded sound effects. However, please don’t try to record sounds that are dangerous to produce like fire, accidents or explosions. 

3. Use at least five different types of DSP applied as non-destructive inserts. Inserts give us the ability to modify the processing in real-time, hearing the changes immediately. You can also bypass an effect to compare the sound to the original audio. 

Technical Requirements:
Use ProTools LE to produce, apply processing, mix (layer) and bounce your project. Processing should be applied as inserts in the mix view. Use fades and automation to carefully mix all of your tracks together. When you are finished mixing, bounce your project to a stereo interleaved 44.1khz 16bit wav format file. 

Delivery Requirements:

Create a folder on the drop off drive under John Keston/CA2431/<your name> called “multitrack” and copy your wav file there. Remember to format the document as 44.1Khz, 16bit and stereo interleaved.

Competencies:

· Assess the technical and esthetic qualities of recorded sound, including: bandwidth, frequency response, equalization, dynamic range, stereo imaging, phase cancellation, the presence of distortion and noise, and excessive processing.

· Choose and use appropriate hardware and software to record sound effects, and ambience tracks of good technical quality.

· Create a mixed master of a complex audio track.

· Evaluate the work of classmates in different production situations.
Grading Standards:

Grading is based on the above requirements (i.e. following the instructions as given in the content area, technical area, and competencies).
